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DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS

(a) Award

competence. 

(b) Academic Award

(c) 

and/or in a workplace.

(d) Accreditation

years.

(e) Credit

(f) Competence
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(g) Credit Accumulation

(h) Credit Transfer

(i) Credit Value

(j) Distance Learning

(k) Education and Training

(l) Formal Learning

(m) Higher Education and Training 

at TQF levels 6 to 10.

(n) Informal Learning
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(o) Knowledge

(p) Learning Outcomes

(q) Level Descriptors

 are clear 

(r) Lifelong Learning

(s) TQF Levels

competencies.

(t) 
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(u) 

(v) Non-formal Learning

(w) Open and Distance Learning (ODL)  

(x) Open Learning  

a teacher.

(y) 

(z) Provider

(aa) 

(ab) 

perform the work of a particular occupation successfully and safely. These minimum 
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(ac) Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)

(ad) 

(ae) 

(af) Skills

(ag) Standard

(ah) Technical Education

acquisition of particular technical skills. 
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(ai) University Education

individuals for professional careers and the life of work. 

(aj) Vocational Education and Training
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TANZANIA QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

PART ONE
PRINCIPLES, OBJECTIVES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE 

TANZANIA QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK
1

1.1 Title 

as TQF.

1.2 Scope 

1.3 Principles 
:

The framework holds both international and national value and acceptability.

Acceptability

Transferability

another.
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Transparency 
It ensures clarity and consistency in the interpretation of various educational 

1.4 Objectives 

1.5 Main Objective 

1.6 

1.7 Functions 
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PART TWO
LEVELS AND DESCRIPTORS FOR THE NATIONAL AWARDS

2

2.1 Levels and Descriptors 

As indicated in Table 1, the articulation column can serve as a space where learners earn 

2.2 
and Awards

practise is subject to review and renewal by the professional body. It will depend on 
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5

TANZANIA QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

2.3 Quality Assurance

Table 1

2.4 

Table 1. The same detailed information 
which illustrates intermediates is illustrated in Figure 1.
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Horizontal and diagonal articulation between and within sectors of Non-Formal School, Primary and 
Secondary Schools, Technical Schools, University Education, Technical Education, Vocational Education and

Professional Education, and RPL 

The TQF levels and associated qualification titles in detail 

NFSE 
Stage III 
 

NFSE 
Stage I 

NFSE 
Stage II 

COBET 

Master’s Degree  
(UQF 9) 

 

National 
Vocational 
Awards in 
Secondary 
Education 

Doctorate Degree  
(UQF 10) 

Primary School 

Technician Certificate 
(NTA 5) 

 

Higher Diploma 
(NTA 7) 

Ordinary Diploma  
(NTA 6) 

National Vocational 
Award II 

Bachelor’s Degree 
 (NTA 8) 

 

Doctorate Degree  
(NTA 10) 

 

Master’s Degree  
(NTA 9) 

 

National Vocational 
Award VIII 

National Vocational 
Award III 

National Vocational 
Award I 

Pre-Primary  

Advanced Certificate 
of Secondary 

Education 

PGC and 
PGD 

 

Basic Technician 
Certificate (NTA 4) 

National Vocational 
Level VI 

National Vocational 
Award VII 

Certificate 
of 

Secondary 
Education 

National Vocational 
Award V 

National Vocational 
Award IV 

Bachelor’s Degree 
(UQF 8) 

Higher Diploma  
(UQF 7) 

 

Diploma & Certificate 
(UQF 6) 

 

ABET Level II 

Professional 
Certificate Level III 

ABET Level III 

ABET Level I 

National Skills 
Certificate 

Technician 
Certificate Level III 

Professional 
Certificate Level II 

Professional 
Certificate Level I 

Technician 
Certificate Level II 

Technician 
Certificate Level I 

RP
L 

PGC and 
PGD 
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2.5 

are open to one another. It thus allows people to move more easily between education 

Tables 2-10 
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m
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e 
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m
e 
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e 
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r 
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N
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m

ar
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2
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m

pl
e 
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 c
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s a
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 c
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m
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ar
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nd
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ut
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e 
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lv
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en
t.
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w
le
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e
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 p

er
so

n 
w
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 c

om
pl

et
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le

ve
l w

ill
 d

em
on
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te
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te
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f 

of
 ro

ut
in

e 
ta

sk
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 p

er
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w
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l 
w
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 d
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 a

 n
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d 
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a 
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e 
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 p

er
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 d
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at
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n 
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at
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ra
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 c
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 b
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 c
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 c
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na

l 
an
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m
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 p
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so

n 
w
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 c
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l w
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 d
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 d
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w
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 c
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ve

l w
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l 
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m
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w
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 c
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e 
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e 
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m
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 p
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m
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te
nc
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d 
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um
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d 
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e 
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ili
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n 
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al
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 te
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ca
l 

an
d 
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e 

an
d 
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ro
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p 
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y 

w
ill

 u
til

is
e 

pr
ac

tic
al

 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 q

ua
nt

ity
 

se
rv

ic
es

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ce

 

m
in

im
al

 su
pe

rv
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PART THREE 
CREDIT VALUES, ACCUMULATION AND TRANSFER 

3

3.1 The Concept of Credit

3.2 Credit Values

 A credit value 
represents the number of credits awarded for the successful achievement of particular 

the TQF should be attained. 

3.3  Credit System

standards. 

known as a credit framework. The credit framework for the TQF is presented in Table 11.
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Table 11:
TQF 

LEVEL CPE CSE ACSE VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONS

10 540 540

9
180 180

8 360 360 360 Level III

7  240 240 Levels I and II

6  120 120 Tec Level III

5  120 120 Tec Level II

4  120 120 Tec Level I

3  90

2  90

1  

3.3.1 Vocational Education and Training
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3.3.2 Technical Education and Training

Technical Awards Level 5 or their equivalencies.

A minimum of 540 credits must be earned at Level 10 for the award of a Doctorate 
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3.3.3 University Education 

A minimum of 240 credits must be earned at Level 6 for the award of a Diploma. 

A minimum of 540 credits must be earned at Level 10 for the award of a Doctorate 

3.4 Progression Pathways
The adoption of the credit accumulation and transfer system within the TQF aims to 

pathways. 

3.5  Programmes under Open and Distance Learning (ODL) and 
E-Learning Mode 

that they can be successfully implemented and completed.
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PART FOUR
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TANZANIA QUALIFICATIONS 

FRAMEWORK 
4

4.1 Establishment of the TQF National Committee 

Framework. 

4.2 Implementation of TQF

4.3 Composition of the TQF National Committee 
The composition of the TQF National Committee shall be as follows:
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4.4 Functions of the TQF National Committee 

4.5 Role of the Minister
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4.6 Role of Regulatory and Professional Bodies

 

 
Figure 2: TQF Coordination Structure 

TQF National Committee at MoEST

TQF Technical Committee at MoEST

Professional 
Board(s)  

Basic 
Education 

Qualification 
Board(s) 

TVET 
Qualification 

Awarding 
Board(s) 

Higher 
Education 

Qualification 
Awarding 
Board(s) 

Figure 2: TQF Coordination Structure
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